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Achievement and recognition are two major themes in this issue of the Concordian.  

President Richard Kraemer’s message describes a milestone achievement in the life 

of our institution that reaffirms Concordia’s history of academic excellence.  Michael 

Slipchuk, Concordia transfer program ’87, Canadian men’s 1992 national champion in 

figure skating and recipient of the first Outstanding Alumni Award, talks about how his 

time at Concordia gave him balance in his life and enables him to keep his principles in 

order. 

The commitment and leadership of our Honorary Co-chairs, Dr. Marilyn Westbury and 

Dr. Bob Westbury, and the generous support of our friends and corporate sponsors 

made the 6th Annual Grande Masque Ball and Auction the most successful ever, raising 

nearly $46,000 in net proceeds for Concordia.

The Thunder Hockey Alumni Chapter’s first annual golf tournament this past summer 

was well attended, with hockey alumni making up more than half of the participants.  

Mike Wade (BA ’95) and Ward Fleming (BA ’97) predict that next year’s event will be even 

more successful as they and Coach Jim MacLean continue to locate and reconnect with 

Thunder alumni.  

Dr. John Hooper, Director of the School of Music, participated in two major musical 

events in Australia.  He also served as Canada’s representative conductor at the 12th 

International Handbell Symposium in Brisbane.  

Concordia welcomes a new Vice President Finance, Jerry Reglin, and bids a fond farewell 

to Ray Smith, with sincere appreciation for his years of dedicated service.  Excitement 

continues to grow as construction on the Hole Academic Centre progresses and the 

new building takes form on our campus.

You will read about why Concordia University College came to be the first choice for the 

Gamble family and their son and daughter.

We are pleased to be able to share more information about our alumni in this issue and 

to feature the notes and updates you have sent to us.  Remember, we want your alumni 

magazine to be a two-way communication and we look forward to sharing more of 

your news as well as receiving your ideas and suggestions about what you would like to 

see in the Concordian.  Please contact us at: advancement@concordia.ab.ca.

Patricia Warmington

Vice President Advancement
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We were among the top three very small universities in the country,
with respect to student satisfaction for the overall quality of 
education, quality of teaching and level of interaction between 
faculty and students on campus.   We were also the top university 
in the province of Alberta when it comes to rating these qualities.  
In fact, we received an A or A+ in each of these categories.  

We were very excited when we checked the 

University Report Card in the Globe and Mail a 

few weeks ago.   It was October 31st and it was 

our birthday – the day Concordia was founded in 

1921.

And, for the first time, Concordia was listed – and 

rated – among the universities in the country.  

 How did we do?   Very well, very well, indeed!    

In fact, we were among the top three very 

small universities* in the country, with respect 

to student satisfaction for the overall quality 

of education, quality of teaching and level of 

interaction between faculty and students on 

campus.   We were also the top university in 

the province of Alberta when it comes to rating 

C O N C O R D I A

these qualities.  In fact, we received an A or A+ in 

each of these categories.  

The results were also excellent when it came 

to rating the quality of our library, the overall 

university atmosphere, faculty members’ 

knowledge of their subjects and the sense of 

personal safety and security on campus.   

Needless to say, we were pleased, excited and 

even grateful that Concordia was acknowledged 

nationwide as a quality institution.  And we 

were not surprised, given the fact that these 

results have been born out many times before 

in student satisfaction surveys conducted by the 

government.    

 Q U A L I T Y  |  C O M M I T M E N T  |  E X C E L L E N C E

6 * (Enrolment less than 4,000)
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T H E  R E S U L T S  S P E A K  F O R  T H E M S E L V E S

None of this would be happening, of course, 

without the dedication and hard work of our 

faculty and staff who care so much for our 

students.  Much can also be said for the students, 

themselves, who obviously have caught the 

vision of what Concordia is and could be and 

who do not mind saying so.  

It was a wonderful birthday present to a 

Concordia that has been trying so very hard, 

from its beginning, to offer a quality education in 

a Christian context.  Concordia enables students 

to develop a sense of vocation and prepares 

them for leadership in the world while sharing 

the gospel of Jesus Christ.

That is our mission and our calling.  It is the reason 

for getting up in the morning, even on these 

wintry days.  It is what puts the spring in our steps 

as we make our way to the classroom, to the office 

and to the library, rehearsal room or lab.  

This is a wonderful journey we seem to be on.  We 

want you to know that we pray God will continue 

to be with you on your journeys as you serve Him 

in this world, wherever you are.   May His peace be 

with you always.

       

  Dr. Richard W.  Kraemer, President
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MYSTERY & 
      INTRIGUE

A FABULOUS EVENING OF

Guests, in masqued grandeur, arrived in their ball gowns and tuxedos at the luxurious Fairmont Hotel Macdonald.  

They were welcomed by Dr.  Richard Kramer, President of Concordia University College of Alberta, and his wife, 

Janet.  Dr. Marilyn Westbury and Dr. Bob Westbury, Honorary Co-chairs of the evening, and Patricia Warmington, Vice 

President Advancement, welcomed guests to a night of fun, laughter and excitement.  

The champagne reception featured white glove service and bidding on silent auction items, such as the highly 

coveted dinner with the Mayor at Packrat Louies and a “Classic Collection of Malts” (donated by Topco Oilsite Products).  

When the doors to the ballroom opened, the elegance of the room was breath-taking.  

Josh Classen of CTV, our returning Master of Ceremonies, introduced the Mystery Guest sponsor, TELUS, to present 

this year’s Mystery Guest – Michael Slipchuk.  An esteemed alumnus of Concordia University College of Alberta, 

Michael also received the inaugural Outstanding Alumni Award for his accomplishments as an alumnus of Concordia.

The Empire Ballroom was full of familiar faces and friends of Concordia.  Harry and Muriel Hole sat and dined at the 

President’s table.  They were joined by Michael Slipchuk, his mother, Diane Slipchuk, Louis Guay (of  TD Meloche 

Monnex), his wife, Brigette, and Sid and Nellie Braaksma (of Northgate Industries) .  You could hear laughter coming 

THE 2006 
GRANDE MASQUE BALL 
AND AUCTION

OUTSTANDING ALUMNI 
AWARD RECIPIENT:

Michael Slipchuk with
President Richard Kraemer
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from tables all around.  Among the many guests were His Worship Mayor Stephen Mandel and his wife, Lynn, Fritz and 

Barbara Koenig, Marg Mihalcheon and the Honorable Consul of the Federal Republic of Germany, Bernd Reuscher, and his 

wife, Wendy.

Rob Christie of Magic 99 held the live auction.  The first of three feature items included a 2006 Edmonton Oilers’ playoff 

team picture on canvas, signed by the entire team and donated by Cal Nichols.  “A Magical Christmas in Edmonton” 

donated by Bavaria BMW, Magic 99 and Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, was a beautiful package – the winning bidder 

will take his or her date, in a BMW 5 Series, to dinner at the Manor Café, followed by an evening of entertainment with 

Holly Cole and the ESO at the Winspear Centre  and a night at the Crowne Plaza to relax and enjoy brunch the next 

morning.  The last live auction item was the Hostess with the Mostest.  This auction item included dinner at Northlands for 

20, décor by Elegant Touches and musical entertainment by Matt Day.  

We are proud to announce that the net profit from this year’s event was $45,579 – the best gala ever.  We appreciate 

and are extremely grateful to Dr. Marilyn  Westbury and Dr. Bob Westbury for their leadership and commitment and to 

gala consultants, Gay Derk (Derks Formals and Menswear), Barbara Koenig, Katherine Lomax (Elegant Touches), Lynn 

Mandel and Jane Samson (TD Meloche Monnex).  The evening would not have been possible without the support of 

our sponsors, auction donors and guests.  Thank you to all of our sponsors: TD Meloche Monnex – title sponsor, CTV 

– media TV sponsor, TELUS – mystery guest sponsor, Edmonton Journal – media print sponsor, Mr. Fritz and Barbara 

Koenig – masque sponsor, Magic 99 – media radio sponsor, Northgate Industries – ruby sponsor, McCallum Printing 

– print sponsor, Dynacare Kasper Medical Laboratories and Focus Engineering – sapphire sponsors and Bavaria BMW 

– champagne sponsor.  Our table sponsors were ARAMARK Campus Services, ATCO Utilities, Enbridge Pipelines, EPCOR, 

Finning Canada, Lexus of Edmonton, Sinai Engineering, TELUS and Topco Oilsite Products.

The Seventh Annual Grande Masque Ball and Auction will take place on October 20th, 2007 at the 
Fairmont Hotel Macdonald.  For more information on sponsorships and auction donations or to pre-
book tickets, please call (780) 479-9232.  Seating is limited and tickets will sell out.
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Michael Slipchuk
Outstanding Alumni Award 2006

Michael Slipchuk, first recipient of the 

Outstanding Alumni Award and graduate of 

the Concordia transfer program ’87, won the 

Junior Men’s Canadian title in 1986 and, by 

1992, won a total of five medals as a Canadian 

men’s senior competitor in figure skating, 

including Canadian champion in 1992.  He has 

remained in the sport, coaching at national and 

international competitions, working as a national 

President Richard Kraemer and Michael Slipchuk

coach consultant and earning world class judging 

credentials.

The professional coach was recently named Skate 

Canada High Performance Director, a position he 

will assume in March 2007.  His primary roles in this 

CANADIAN  NATIONAL 
FIGURESKATING 
CHAMPION, OLYMPIAN, 
AND OUTSTANDING COACH 

ALUMNI PROFILE
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position will to be to ensure Skate Canada’s 

high performance athletes have the support 

systems required to maximize results and to 

improve athlete development and identification 

programs.  Acceptance of this position is just 

a recent highlight in a career that has taken 

Michael, an Edmonton native, all over the world.  

In 1986, Michael was enrolled at Concordia 

University College of Alberta.  He had just won 

the Junior Men’s Canadian title and he was 

about to enter the intense world of competing 

at the senior level.  He made it into the World 

Championships in 1987 and was an alternate 

for the 1988 Olympics in Calgary.  “Attending 

school, attending Concordia gave me balance.  

It gave me a diversion from sport.  There was 

a whole different world that was reality and it 

really helped me put my principles in order.   You 

put things in perspective.  There’s more to the 

world than just your skating and there’s more to 

the world than just your school but they’re both 

important.  I found you learn to goal set.  You 

learn to prioritize and you learn to plan.”    

Michael competed at five World Figure Skating 

Championships and had two top-10 finishes 

(placing 9th in 1989 and 7th in 1991) as well as 

a ninth place finish at the 1992 Olympic Winter 

Games in Albertville, France.    Of the Olympics, 

Michael says, “Just to be there…to walk in that 

stadium…to wear the Canadian colours…is 

something I’ll always remember and I’ll always have.”  

Since his 1992 retirement from skating, Michael 

has qualified as a Level 4 certified coach, taking 

students to the national and international 

level, and has sat as a technical specialist on 

International Skating Union judging panels.  

“I’ve been very lucky,” says Michael.  “I’ve been 

able to parlay that (direction and balance) into 

a career post skating.”  Michael has been the 

head skating professional at the Glencoe Club 

in Calgary for the past 10 years.  “As coach, I’m a 

huge proponent of post secondary education 

and education in general.”

Asked about his experiences at Concordia, 

Michael says “The strength of Concordia was, 

when I was there, the smaller class sizes.  It led 

more to a feeling as an individual that you were 

going to get the attention and help you needed 

to succeed, to better understand the material.  

It’s similar to what we do in our sport – one on 

one.  It gave me a good basis for when I moved 

into a larger class size.”

“Every time I come back to town, it’s great to see 

how much Concordia has grown and developed.  

I couldn’t finish a degree at Concordia but I could 

now – that’s testament to the hard work and 

support of the community behind Concordia.”

There’s more to the world than just your skating and there’s more to the 
world than just your school but they’re both important.  I found you 
learn to goal set.  You learn to prioritize and you learn to plan.”    
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Concordia University College’s choral camp for 

youth, Singspiration 2006, completed its seventh 

season this summer.  The camp centred around 

two choirs for students in grades 4 through 12 

and featured a professional development com-

ponent for teachers and others who work with 

children and music.  Under the artistic direction 

of Dr. Joy Berg, the Concordia School of Music 

hosted 68 students and nine teacher partici-

pants, with 20 staff and volunteers participating 

throughout the week.

Talented guest conductors included Catherine 

Glaser-Climie from Calgary and Elroy Friesen 

from the University of Manitoba in Winnipeg.  

Lorna Walker from the Edmonton Public School 

Board was the guest conductor for Ringspiration, 

the handbell portion of camp. Local teachers led 

special interest sessions in art and computers.  

The week’s “Out of Africa” theme was accented 

by the chamber choir, Oran, as well as djembe 

drumming sessions.  Lunch time recitals, open to 

the entire campus, featured African choral mu-

sic, a professional French horn player, a 1940s-

style trio from Edmonton’s Fringe Festival and 

Concordia’s piano instructor, Dr. Ping-Shan Liao.  

Interested adults took part in Summer Choir and 

Summer Bells during the evening.  The week cul-

minated with a Saturday afternoon concert that 

showcased what participants had learned during 

the week.

Singspiration was a great success again this year.  

The program has won the Patricia Cook Memo-

rial Award from the Alberta Choral Federation for 

commitment to arts advocacy and commitment 

to arts in education. 
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T H E  B I G  S I N G
Concordia Prof Showcased Down Under

14

Dr. John Hooper, Director of the School of Music at Concordia 
University College, was invited to conduct and give presentations 

in Australia during July and August 2006.
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