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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

A wonderful year
These are exciting

days at Concordia!
Students have

ended one school year -
most of them with a final
burst of energy which
took them through their
final exams to whatever
lies ahead - and are about
to begin a new one.

A number of them have
just left Concordia.  A
record number of them -
325 - crossed the stage to
receive their degrees last
spring. They will be tak-
ing with them fond mem-
ories of the Concordia
they have loved. Many of
them will continue to keep
in touch with the friends
they have met.  

Most of them will be
translating the lessons they
have learned into a mean-
ingful career and a fulfill-
ing life. They are the kind
of people who want to
make a difference in the world.
In fact, we could sense their
determination to do that long
before they were ready to leave.  

We could see it in the way
they completed their assign-
ments, willing to spend long
hours on their research papers,
ready to burn the midnight oil if
necessary in order to do well on
their exams. 

We could see it in the support
they gave to one another and
often in their willingness to lend
a helping hand. We could see it
in the faith that they shared.

We could also see it in the

enthusiasm of those who went on
mission trips to the B.C. Coast. 

And we could hear it in the
voices of those who sang their
praises to God in the choir,
while others returned their
praises with handbells and
stringed instruments of joy. 

And we could also see it in
the grit and determination of
those who performed well on
our athletic teams. We had
another banner year in sports,
as team after team brought
home gold, silver and bronze
medals for badminton, basket-
ball and soccer.

The women’s basketball
team especially surprised
everyone by winning the
national CCAA champi-
onship, the first basketball
team from Concordia ever to
win the national crown.
Their coach was named
Alberta’s coach of the year
for women’s basketball.

Two of our students also won
the national mixed doubles
championship in badminton.
All of them did us proud.   

Someone once said that a
school is often judged by its
alumni. But our alumni are
saying that part of the credit
goes back to their school. 

According to a recent sur-
vey, 93.1 per cent of our
graduates reported that they
were satisfied with the edu-
cation they received at
Concordia, compared to the
public university average of
only 69.9 per cent.

And the vast majority report-
ed that they would encourage
anyone to attend Concordia, so
grateful were they for the expe-
rience that they shared. 

And so as we prepare to begin
another year, we are feeling
really blessed. As you read
through the pages of this
Concordian, I hope you can
sense the excitement!  

And we at Concordia also pray
that God will continue to richly
bless you in all you are doing to
serve Him where you are. We are
in this together, and we are glad.

Dr. Richard Kraemer
President

Exciting times at Concordia
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FEATURE

Concordia’s foundations

Concordia University College of Alberta hosted the launch of
“Foundations” on Friday, Jan. 28, 2005, at the Arnold Guebert
Library.

Foundations is the photographic exploration of the first 25 years of
Concordia. The 50 historic works were culled from the Lutheran
Historical Institute holdings by the curatorial team of Shara Rosko and
Ted Giese, and comprises a visual diary of change from 1921 to 1946. 

The works range in subjects from architectural photography to
portraiture to early amateur photography, capturing both the austere
beauty and the gritty determination of the people, places and times.
Highlights include Second World War military photos of the regiment

established at the college, as well as aerial landscape images of
Edmonton’s Highlands district prior to the construction of the
Capilano Freeway (Wayne Gretzky Drive).  

In addition, a virtual exhibit designed by Trevor Baron was also
unveiled at the opening gala. The internet component is filled with
comprehensive historical information and additional photographs.

Foundations was inspired by Edmonton’s 2004 and Alberta’s 2005
centennial celebrations. Concordia’s alumni continue to be a positive
force of change in this world - locally, provincially, nationally, and
internationally - it was therefore fitting that this project straddled the
centennial years of both Edmonton and the province of Alberta. 
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– KKathy MMurrie
From left, Norman Threinen, Muriel Threinen, Ed Lehman, Mildred Schwermann and Concordia President  Richard Kraemer chat over
a letter at the launch of the Foundations show in the Arnold Guebert Library.

Imagess ffrom tthe ffirsst 225 yyearss ggo oon ddissplay aand oonline
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– KKathy MMurrie pphotos

Above, survey equipment used
on the Concordia site and later
used for classroom instruction,
on display in the library. At
right, Mildred Schwermann and
Gord Vikse try to put names to
faces from the past. Below, a
page from the online show, as
seen on a library computer
terminal. Below right, the
architect for the New Academic
Building, Janusz Najfeldt, left,
talks shop with Margaret Finlay,
who once worked with the firm
that constructed Concordia’s
early buildings.
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Foundations -
a few 

images

Above, the laying of the cornerstone of Schwermann Hall by Poole Construction, in the afternoon of July 5, 1925. Below, construction
speeds along by the fall of the same year.
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Above: President
Schwermann

Below: Professor Riedel

Professor Baepler

Professor Herreilers

- File Photos

Concordia Choir - 1954
Back Row: Glen Zorn, Marvin Krahenbil, Ed Bieberdorf, Ed Arndt, Karl Bartke, “Sam” Miller, Walter
MacDonald, Unknown, Paul Phillips, Garwood (Mickey) Rentz, Don Unterschultz, Eldon Ohlinger, Al
Schmidt (left to right)
Middle Row; Unknown, Sieg Bohnet, Sieg Plato, Harold Ruf, Kleon Dietrick, Don Rothenbush, Walt
Kunkel, Gerald Goebel, Norman Threinen, Mary Janz (left to right)
Front Row: Len Becker, Connie Miller, Violet Hippe, Arlene Foersher, Rosalie Janz, Doris Hippe,
Unknown, Genevieve Rosnau, Janet Gerlinger, Loretta Eifert, Loreta Hennig, Ruth (Kroll) Ruf,
Marlene Gehring.
Director: Dr. Schwermann
Accompanist: Anna Behrends

The Concordians
(Left Side):  Dale Mohr, Karl Keller, Dr. W.M. Wangerin (President & Director), Gerry Webber
(Right Side): Jeanette (Threinen) Haberstock, Kathy (Falkmann) Stevens, Lydia (Hennig) Wise,
Marjorie (Ulmer) Temple, Ruth Deck, Ted Folkman.
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